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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER
Reverend Timothy Kesicki, Jesuit
Conference, Washington, DC, offered

the following prayer:

God of all consolation, from whom
human sadness is never hidden, we turn
to You to be our strength this day.

The psalmist proclaims that You are
close to the brokenhearted and that
You save those crushed in spirit.

We pray that You lift the spirit of
our Nation this day, and guide those
who represent and lead Your people.

Help our leaders to find good counsel
and give ear to Your holy words. The
Book of Proverbs teaches us that: ‘“‘For
lack of counsel a nation fails, security
lies with many advisers.”

May all who advise, guide, and help
to direct our government do so with
selfless care. May they put the needs of
others before their own cares and lift
the burden of those who suffer most.

Grant our leaders discerning minds
and hearts, so that ‘““Your will be done”’
today and every day with which You
bless us.

We pray this with great faith and
hope.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, T demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. PETERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. PETERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

RECOGNIZING PERRY TECHNICAL
INSTITUTE AND TYLER ANDRINGA

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Perry Technical
Institute for receiving the Accrediting
Commission of Career Schools and Col-
leges’ 2017 School of Excellence Award.

Perry Tech has continually provided
high-quality education and technical
training for students in the Yakima
Valley of central Washington, and this
award is well deserved.

On top of that, I would like to recog-
nize Tyler Andringa, who received the
commission’s 2017 Outstanding Grad-
uate Award. Tyler graduated from

Perry Tech in December 2016 with a
certificate in information technology
and communication systems.

Tyler has cerebral palsy and has
overcome many challenges to obtain
his certificate. He has served as a role
model and a leader among his class-
mates.

Applying the resources and guidance
he received at Perry Tech, Tyler is cur-
rently employed with Continuant, a
telecommunications service provider,
where he is succeeding in advancing his
career goals. His achievements are
commendable, and I wish him the best
in his future endeavors.

Please join me in congratulating
Perry Technical Institute on their
achievements as they continue to pro-
vide excellent education and job train-
ing to equip students just like Tyler
Andringa.

————
TAX REFORM

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, our tax
system is broken and in desperate need
of reform. We need a simpler Tax Code
that is fiscally responsible, makes
American businesses more competitive,
and allows working families to prosper
in a 21st century economy.

But the Ryan-McConnell tax proposal
would do the opposite and fails on the
promises made by President Trump to
boost the middle class. Middle class
families would see an average tax in-
crease of $1,290 per year. That is a 380
percent increase for an average family
of four.

A new analysis from the nonpartisan
Tax Policy Center said that the Ryan-
McConnell proposal would add $5.6 tril-
lion to the national debt, a 27 percent
increase from the current debt which is
already too high.

Under this proposal, the increased
deficits will far outweigh the benefits
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